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January 6, 2021 
 

Dear Union #28 Community, 
 

On the date of what should be a celebration of a peaceful transition of the presidency within our democracy, we are 
faced with violent images and outrageous displays of contempt, disregard and disrespect that in no way represent the 
values of our community and our nation.  We are exhausted and uncertain as we try to make sense of yesterday’s 
events and as we continue to move through yet another crisis in our country. 
 

We strive to be a peaceful nation.  The call to violence must be loudly and actively denounced.  The use of violence 
perpetuates fear.  Please let us stand firm in our commitment to our shared values and our vision of a peaceful and 
inclusive nation. 
 

We know that children absorb all of what is going on around them and can feel any stress we may be feeling.  In order 
to support your conversations with your children, we have included some resources for you.  Now more than ever, we 
need to remember kindness in our conversations with ourselves, our children and our community. 
 

Resources for families: 
 
Guidelines for Talking to Kids 
 
How to Talk to Kids about Violence, Crime, and War 

Talking to Children About Stressful Events 

Dealing with the Aftermath of Tragedy 

Tips for Parents on Media Coverage 

Tips for Parents Talking About Media Coverage During Traumatic Events 

Age Related Reactions to a Traumatic Event 
 
“There is more good than bad in this world.  More light than darkness and we can make more light--together.”  

(Peter H. Reynolds) 
 

With peace and kindness, 
The Union #28 Leadership Team 
 
Jennifer J Culkeen, Superintendent 
Prudence Marsh, Director of Student Support Services 
Bruce Turner, Director of Finance and Operations 
Gillian Budine, CNC Coordinator 
Lisa Candito, Principal, Erving Elementary School 
Annie Foley Ruiz, Principal, Leverett Elementary School 
Jackie Mendonsa, Principal, Shutesbury Elementary School 
Kelley Sullivan, Principal, Swift River School 
 

Erving School Union #28 assures that all programs, activities and employment opportunities are offered without regard to race, color, gender, gender identity, 
age, creed, homelessness, religion, national origin, sexual orientation, disability and pregnancy or pregnancy related conditions. 
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https://www.schoolcrisiscenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Guidelines-Talking-to-Kids-About-Attacks-Two-Sided-Onesheet-Format.pdf
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/how-to-talk-to-kids-about-violence-crime-and-war
https://centerforparentingeducation.org/library-of-articles/healthy-communication/when-disaster-strikes-talking-to-children-about-traumatic-events/
http://riversidetraumacenter.org/resources/dealing-with-the-aftermath-of-a-tragedy/
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/31j0A6AcvcD0207bloy7dg~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRh13YLP0RSaHR0cHM6Ly9kcml2ZS5nb29nbGUuY29tL2ZpbGUvZC8xVEktdV80X0lzZktWalFCRlVBVy0tTjd2VUxYdHVRYVcvdmlldz91c3A9c2hhcmluZ1cHc2Nob29sbUIKX_aLQvZfBrg7bVIZY2FybHNvbmJlbGFuZ2VyQGdtYWlsLmNvbVgEAAAAAQ~~
https://www.nctsn.org/resources/tips-parents-and-caregivers-media-coverage-traumatic-events
https://www.nctsn.org/resources/age-related-reactions-traumatic-event

